6oo                  History of Education
the development of the germs of modern educational ideas
Even in an examination of the practical work of Pestalozzi
it is evident that the embodiment of his ideas was very
imperfect a,nd his success in their formulation only par,
tial. Here again we may listen to his own appreciation of
his ;vork and that of his co-laborers. Surveying his work from
near the close of his life, he remarks : " But the cry ' We can
do it/ before we could ; ' We are doing it/ before we did, was
too loud, too distinct, too often repeated, partly by men whose
testimony had a real value in itself and deserved attention.
But it had too much charm for us; we made more of it than
it really said or meant/' And in another place : "The high-
est attainment (in popular education) can only be reached by
means of a finished art of teaching and a most perfect psy-
'chology; thus securing the utmost perfection in the mechan-
ism of the natural progression from confused impressions to
intelligent ideas; this is in truth far beyond my powers." v
In the face, then, of his lack of any philosophical and or-
ganizing ability, his lack of accuracy, of consistency, of persist-
ency, and of practical success, it becomes necessary to restate
the basis of his importance in educational history. What he
did do was to emphasize the new purpose in education, but
vaguely perceived, where held at all, by others; to make clear
the new meaning of education which existed in rather a nebu-
lous state in the public mind; to formulate an entirely new
method, based on new principles, both of which were to re-
r ceive a further development in subsequent times, and to pass
under his name; and, finally, to give an entirely new spirit to
the schoolroom.
The significance of much of Pestalozzi's work was that it
was experimentation now substituted for tradition as a basis
for educational work. Hence its value lies, not in any particu-
lar form of experiment, but in the final results attained; or,
since we are even yet far from finality, in principle or practice
still to be attained. In much, then, Pestalozzi was a learnei